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ensemble LUX 

100 Years of Austrian Modern Music 


Marianna Oczkowska, violin 
Thomas Wally, violin 
Nora Romanoff, viola 
Mara Achleitner, violoncello 


Settori for string quartet (1999) 

Olga Neuwirth 

(b. 1968) 

Six Epigramme for string quartet, 

Op. 33(1962) 

I. Grave 

II. Adagio 

III. Moderato 

IV. Allegretto grazioso 

V. Allegro molto 

VI. Vivace 

Hans Erich Apostel 

(1901-1972) 

String Trio, Op. 45 (1946) 

Part 1 

Episode 1 

Part 2 

Episode 2 

Part 3 

Arnold Schonberg 

(1874-1951) 

Intermission 


Al Fresco for violoncello solo (2012) 

Gerald Resch 

(b. 1975) 

Five Movements for string quartet, 

Op. 5(1909) 

I. Heftig bewegt 

II. Sehr langsam 

III. Sehr bewegt 

IV. Sehr langsam 

V. In zarter Bewegung 

Anton von Webern 

(1883-1945) 

La purete de I’envie blanche for string 
quartet (2010) 

Thomas Wally 

(b. 1981) 


Made possible through a generous gift from the Austrian Embassy. 
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Biography 

ensemble LUX 


ensemble LUX is a string quartet based 
in Vienna, Austria which is primarily 
dedicated to the performance and 
promotion of contemporary chamber 
music. After the group’s formation in 
2004, it quickly established a strong 
presence in the Austrian contemporary 
music scene, ensemble LUX has 
been praised for its “extraordinary 
virtuosity” ( Bregenzer Festspiele), 
and its “capability and sincerity” 

(iDrehpunktKultur Salzburg). Their 
performances of stylistically varied 
compositions, a number of which were 
composed specifically for the ensemble, 
have been called “simply excellent” 

(Austrian Music Journal) and of their 
performance at the Schauspielhaus 
Wien, the Wiener Zeitung writes: “(They) 
accompanied with flawless precision.” 

ensemble LUX has performed in venues 
such as the Wiener Musikverein, 
the Wiener Konzerthaus, the Alte 
Schmiede Kunstverein Wien, the Arnold 
Schonberg Center and the Austrian 
National Library. Festival appearances 
include concerts at the Aspekte Festival 
Salzburg, Festival Orfeus in Bratislava, 
the Wiener Grabenfest, the Bregenzer 
Festspiele, Wien Modern and the 
Feldkirch Festival. 

In 2009 the quartet made three 
appearances in England: at 
Herstmonceux Castle in Sussex, at the 
Clare College Chapel in Cambridge 
and in Ely Cathedral’s Lady Chapel, 
ensemble LUX was the Ensemble 
in Residence of the Osterreichische 
Gesellschaft fur zeitgenossische Musik 
(Austrian Society for Contemporary 
Music) from 2009-2011. In 2011, 


ensemble LUX performed in Berlin and 
also gave two concerts in cooperation 
with the Forum Zeitgenossische Musik 
in Leipzig. 

ensemble LUX has recorded two CDs 
on the SPEKTRAL Records label, one 
of which with guest Russian flutist 
Maria Fedotova. Another noteworthy 
collaboration took place in May 2011 
when ensemble LUX performed the 
world premiere of Avarus by Thomas 
Heinisch with the Swedish clarinetist 
Staffan Martensson. 

During the 2011-2012 season, the 
quartet presented a cycle of four 
concerts as Ensemble in Residence 
at the Alte Schmiede Kunstverein 
Wien, ensemble LUX was the top 
recipient of “The New Austrian Sound 
of Music 2012/2013,” a stipend from the 
Austrian Foreign Ministry for travel on 
international concert tours. This led to 
successful appearances in Seville, Spain 
and in Krakow, Poland. During Wien 
Modern 2013, ensemble LUX performed 
Das Marchen vom alten Mann, a 
musical theatre production for children 
with music by Thomas Wally. 

In April 2014, ensemble LUX was 
chosen as one of four renowned 
quartets to participate in the 
Osterfestival Imago Dei at Klangraum 
Krems (Austria). Along with the 
Minetti Quartet, Koehne Quartet 
and Medici Quartet, they performed 
John Tavener’s Towards Silence for 
four string quartets. During the 2014- 
2015 season at the Schauspielhaus 
Wien, the quartet performed on 
stage in the highly-acclaimed show 
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Johnny Breitwieser. Eine Verbrecher- 
Ballade aus Wien giving a total of 19 
performances. 

In 2016, ensemble LUX performed 
at the 45th Poznanska Wiosna 
Muzyczna in Poznan, Poland, and at 
the MusicOlomouc Festival in the Czech 
Republic. 

ensemble LUX makes its North 
American debut with the program “100 


Years of Austrian Modern Music” in the 
fall of 2016 with performances in New 
York City, Montreal and Toronto. 

‘Note: Violinist Louise Chisson was unfortunately 
not able to make this trip. Performing in her 
place is Marianna Oczkowska. Marianna has 
been the principal second violinist of the Vienna 
Radio Symphony Orchestra since 2011, as well 
as being an internationally active interpreter of 
contemporary music. 


Artists 



Marianna Oczkowska 

Born in Poland, Marianna Oczkowska 
has been the leader of the second 
violins of the ORF Vienna Radio 
Symphony Orchestra since 2011. 

She studied at the Fryderyk Chopin 
University of Music in Warsaw, as 
well as at the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna, where she 
received her Master’s Degrees with 
Distinction. The winner of various 
scholarships and prizes (Special 
Award of the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna, Orchestra 
Academy Ossiach, among others), 
Marianna was also a member of the 
European Union Youth Orchestra, the 
Gustav Mahler Jugendorchester and 


the Pacific Music Festival Orchestra. 

Marianna is an internationally active 
interpreter of modern music, a co¬ 
founder and member of Ensemble 
Platypus for new music. She 
regularly cooperates with other 
ensembles for contemporary music 
such as the Ensemble “die reihe,” 
Ensemble Kontrapunkte, ensemble 
xx. jahrhundert, Ensemble Wiener 
Collage, Schallfeld Ensemble and 
Studio Dan. Numerous contemporary 
composers have dedicated pieces 
to her. Marianna has performed at 
international festivals of contemporary 
music as a soloist and as a chamber 
music player (Wien Modern, 
Klangspuren Schwaz, Meridian 
Festival Bucharest). She is a member 
of Hans Rott Quartet and a tutor at 
the Wiener Jeunesse Orchester and 
the international orchestra camp for 
children, Camp Styria. 
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Thomas Wally 

Born in Vienna, Austria, Thomas Wally 
studied composition with Erich Urbanner 
and Chaya Czernowin and violin with 
Josef Hell at the University of Music and 
Performing Arts Vienna, graduating in 2008 
with distinction (violin and composition). 

In 2005/2006 he spent an exchange 
year at the Sibelius-Akatemia Helsinkias 
as a student of Paavo Heininen, where 
his violin teachers were Erkki Kantola 
and Paivyt Meller. He attended violin 
masterclasses with Hanna Weinmeister 
and Volkhard Steude (Concertmaster of 
the Vienna Philharmonic). 

As a violinist, Thomas dedicates 
himself primarily to the performance of 
contemporary music. He has played 
with Klangforum Wien, Ensemble Wiener 
Collage and PHACE | CONTEMPORARY 
MUSIC. Since 2002, Thomas is a 
frequent substitute at the Vienna 
Philharmonic and has had several 
contracts at the Vienna State Opera. 

As a composer he has been awarded 
numerous prizes and scholarships. His 
music has been performed in Europe, 
New York, Buenos Aires, Teheran and 
Hongkong and broadcast by Radio 01, 
Radio Stephansdom and Radio Orange 
(Austria), RBB Kulturradio (Germany) and 
RAI Bozen (Italy). In 2014 Trio Fruhstuck 
recorded his piano trio Caprice (VI) 
mosaique for Gramola. 
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Since 2012 he teaches the course 
“Historical Compositional Techniques" at 
the University of Music and Performing 
Arts Vienna. 

Thomas is co-founder of ensemble LUX. 



Nora Romanoff 

Since a very young age, violist Nora 
Romanoff has been giving concerts 
worldwide both as a soloist as well 
as a chamber musician in prestigious 
venues such as the Salzburg Festival, 
the Vienna Konzerthaus, the Teatro 
Colon de Buenos Aires, the Salle Pleyel 
in Paris, the Vienna Musikverein, the 
Progetto Martha Argerich in Lugano, 

Les Classiques de Villars, Sommets 
Musicaux, the Andrey Sacharov Festival 
and Valdres Sommersinfoni. The 
Faadrelandsvennen (Norway) described 
Nora as having" [...] a beautiful dark 
sound combined with determination, 
high technique and charm.’’ 

As a soloist she has performed with 
the Orchestra della Svizzera Italiana, 
the Zagreb Chamber Orchestra, the 
Orchesta Filarmonica di Bacau, the 
Kristiansand Symphony Orchestra, the 
Philharmonic Orchestra of Irkutsk and 
the Argentinian Camerata Bariloche. 

As a chamber musician she has played 
aside stellar musicians such as Martha 
Argerich, Mischa Maisky, Gabriela 
Montero, Lylia Zilberstein, Renaud 
Capugon and Gavriel Lipkind. 
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Since 2002 Nora has devoted herself to 
the viola and quickly began her path as a 
soloist and passionate chamber musician. 
Her mentors and teachers include Yuri 
Bashmet, Hatto Bayerle, Michael Kugel, 
Thomas Kakuska and Igor Sulyga. In 2014 
she earned her Master of Music from the 
University for Music and Performing Arts 
Vienna. Her current repertoire comprises 
more than 100 compositions, ranging from 
early to contemporary music. 

A devoted teacher, Nora has been giving 
master classes regularly in Norway, Israel 
and Slovenia. Since 2014 she teaches at 
the Amadeus school in Vienna. 

EMI Classics released 11 discs with her 
participation, recorded live from the Progetto 
Martha Argerich, several of which received 
Grammy nominations. She furthermore 
recorded for Gramola and Naxos. 

Nora plays on a 1790 Pietro Pallotta Viola, 
that has most generously been donated 
to her by the late Lady Margaret Kagan. 

Nora became a member of ensemble 
LUX in 2013. 



Mara Kronick Achleitner 

Cellist Mara Kronick Achleitner was born 
in Palo Alto, California, and has lived in 
Austria since 2003. She received her 
Bachelor of Music in Cello Performance 
in New York City at Mannes College of 
Music, studying with Irene Sharp and 
Paul Tobias, and her Master of Music 
from the Shepherd School of Music at 
Rice University in Houston with Desmond 


Hoebig, former principal cellist of the 
Cleveland Orchestra. While still a graduate 
student she was a frequent substitute in 
the Houston Symphony Orchestra and 
held a position at the Austin Symphony 
Orchestra. She has participated as a 
fellow in the Pacific Music Festival in 
Sapporo, Japan, the Aspen Music Festival 
in Colorado and the Tanglewood Music 
Festival in Massachusetts. 

Mara played for three seasons with the 
Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra 
and performs frequently with the Vienna 
Volksoper, the stage orchestra of the 
Vienna State Opera, the Vienna Chamber 
Orchestra, Philharmonia Wien and the 
Tonkunstler Orchestra of Lower Austria. 
She also performs with Ensemble 
Reconsil, Ensemble Kontrapunkte and 
PH ACE. In 2008 she was appointed 
principal cellist of the Vienna Opera Ball 
Orchestra and has toured extensively with 
them in Japan and throughout Europe. 

Mara is founder and member of the clarinet 
quintet Ensemble 5. She is also a frequent 
guest cellist in the Koehne Quartet. 

In 2014 Mara performed in all three of the 
KCC Konzett Concept Concerts at the 
Galerie Konzett in Wien, an interdisciplinary 
project series combining art and music. 

The Music Information Center Austria 
said of Mara’s performance of Julia 
Purgina’s Lunarium for Solo Violoncello : 
“Her performance was outstanding - the 
composition, characterised by huge 
leaps and technical challenges, was 
executed effortlessly.” 

Mara has been a member of ensemble 
LUX since 2007. 


The Faculty of Music is a partner 
of the Bloor St. Culture Corridor 
bloorstculturecorridor.com 


BLOOR ST. 
CULTURE 
CORRIDOR 
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Please support chamber 
music at the Faculty of Music 

This evening’s program would not be possible without the generous support 
of donors to the Faculty of Music. The Chamber Music Program is thriving 
with exciting work happening on stage and in the classroom. For the stage, 
we have appearances on the Chamber Music Series by both Ensembles in 
Residence and Visiting Artists. In the classroom, in addition to their regularly 
scheduled lessons and coachings, our students have the opportunity to work 
with our visitors in master classes and private coaching sessions. 

We need your help - it is our hope that we can continue to present a variety 
of chamber ensembles and subsequently provide the opportunity for our 
students to work with these acclaimed musicians. 

Opportunities exist for individuals to sponsor a visiting ensemble, an ensemble 
in residence, a master class, a concert or a series of concerts. Your tax 
receiptable gift will help to build and enhance the Chamber Music program. 

To learn more about supporting Chamber Music at U of T please contact 
Bruce Blandford at 416-946-3145 or bruce.blandford@utoronto.ca. 

Copyright Andrej Grilc 
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Thank you for your support! 


The Faculty of Music gratefully 
acknowledges the generosity of the 
individuals, foundations, associations 
and corporations who gave annual 
gifts of $1,000 or more between 
August 1,2015 to November 1, 

2016, in support of our students and 
programs. Thank you for the part you 
are playing in advancing the cause of 
music education in Canada. 

Mark Abbott 
Raymond C. K. Ang 
Hilary J. Apfelstadt*# 

Ann H. Atkinson 
Neville H. Austin* 

Avedis Zildjian Company 
Gregory James Aziz 
John and Claudine Bailey 
Walter M. and Lisa Balfour Bowen 
Lee Bartel# and Linda Cameron 
John Beckwith* and Kathleen 
McMorrow 

Bruce Blandford# and Ron Atkinson 
The estate of Jean Bohne 
David G. Broadhurst 
The estate of George Brough 
Angela and Tad Brown 
Marilyn* and Patrick Brown* 

In memory of Celia Bruser 
M. Jane Petersen Burfield 
Melissa Campbell 

Alexandrina and Jeffrey Canto-Thaler 
Frederick H. K. Chapman* 

David Christiani 
Caryl Clark# 

Coach Foundation 
Earlaine Collins 
Sheila Connell 
Marilyn E. Cook 
Ninalee Craig 

Denny Creighton and Kris Vikmanis 
Eleanor Daley 

The Dan Family and Leslie and Anna 
Dan 

Joseph Mychael Danna* 

The estate of Anne M. M. Delicaet 
Simone Desilets 
Vreni and Marc Ducommun 
Jean Patterson Edwards 
Robin Elliott*# 

The estate of Dennis Wilfred Elo 
Brigid Elson 

Allan and Susan Fenwick 
Gladys and Lloyd Fogler 
Gordon Foote# 

William F. Francis 
Catherine Y. Gagne 
Dan Hagler 
Nancy E. Hardy* 


Ethel Harris 

The William and Nona Heaslip 
Foundation 
Paul T. Hellyer 
Dianne W. Henderson 
Harcus C. Hennigar*# 

Beau Gordon Hobbs 
Richard and Donna Holbrook 
Derek and Margaret Holman 
Alan Horne 
Jo-Anne Hunt 

Michael and Linda Hutcheon 
Jackman Foundation 
James Jacobs and Patricia Broms 
JAZZ.FM91 

The Norman and Margaret Jewison 
Charitable Foundation 
Beverley J. Johnston*# 

Marcia and Paul Kavanagh 

William and Hiroko Keith 

Arthur Kennedy 

Jodi* and Michael Kimm 

Carol D. Kirsh 

Hans Kluge 

Ingeborg Koch 

Murray and Marvelle Koffler 

Midori Koga# 

Kevin Komisaruk# and Jeffrey Steele 
The estate of Patricia Kraemer 
Vic Kurdyak 

Carolyn and Robert Lake 
Leslie and Jo Lander 
Sheila Larmer 
John B. Lawson 
Sherry Lee# 

Jim Lewis# 

Patrick Li* 

Roy and Marjorie Linden 
Che Anne Loewen 
Long & McQuade Musical 
Instruments 

Joseph*# and Frances* Macerollo 
Gillian MacKay# 

John D. MacNeil 
Bobby and Gordon MacNeill 
The estate of Maryanne Marsden 
Ryan McClelland# 

Donald R. McLean*# and Diane M. 
Martello 

Esther and John D. McNeil 
Felicia Michel 

Miller Khoshkish Foundation 

Delia M. Moog 

Roger D. Moore 

Ruth Morawetz 

Eris C. Mork 

Mary Morrison# 

Sue Mortimer 
Mike Murley# 

Diane H. Nelsen* 


Paul and Nancy Nickle 
Phillip Nimmons# 

James Norcop 
Oakville Guild C. O. C. 

Cristina Oke 

Ken Page Memorial Trust 
James E. K. Parker# 

Annalee Patipatanakoon# 

Fred Perruzza 
Steven Philcox# 

Adrianne Pieczonka* and Laura 
Tucker# 

Brett A. Polegato* 

Marlene Preiss 
Terry Promane# 

Paul E. Read* 

Jeffrey Reynolds# 

Shauna Rolston# and Andrew Shaw 
Emily Roudebush 
The Ryckman Trust 
Chase Sanborn# 

Longinia Sauro 
June Shaw 
Peter Slemon 
Stephen and Jane Smith 
David Smukler 
Michael Smukler 
Milan Somborac 
The Sound Post 
John C. and Ellen Spears 
John D. Stanley and Helmut 
Reichenbacher 

The estate of James D. Stewart 
Patricia E. Stone 
The Stratton Trust 
Barbara and John Sutherland 
Ann D. Sutton 
Frangoise Sutton 
Michael Szamosi 
Almos Tassonyi and Maureen 
Simpson 

Ian and Kath Taylor 
Richard lorweth Thorman 
Toronto Wagner Society 
Travelers Canada 

Riki Turofsky* and Charles Petersen 
Catherine Ukas 
Sandra K. Upjohn 
M Pamela Vanneste* 

Ruth Watts-Gransden 
Daniel G. Weinzweig 
Women’s Art Association of Canada 
Women’s Musical Club of Toronto 
Foundation 
Lydia Wong 

Woodstock Chimes Fund 
Marina Yoshida 

'Faculty of Music alumnus 
#Faculty of Music 
faculty or staff member 


For information on giving opportunities at the Faculty of Music please contact Bruce Blandford 
at 416-946-3145 or make a gift online at https://donate.utoronto.ca/music 
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